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SUB J : DESIRE OF MCDONNELL DOUGLAS REP TO VISIT SYRIA 

1. MCDONNELL DOUGLAS REP ROBERT FOX CALLED EMBASSY MAY 19, 
ASKED TO SPEAK TO AMBASSADOR, BUT WITH LATTER UNAVAILABLE, 
SPOKE TO ECONOFF WRIGHT. FOX ASKED IF WE THOUGHT HE COULD 
RETURN TO SYRIA AFTER HIS PROBLEMS LAST JULY. ECONOFF SAID 
HE SAW NO REASON WHY FOX SHOULD NOT RETURN. FOX NOTED THAT 
DOUGLAS BEIRUT REP GEORGE POHLE WOULD BE ON LEAVE THIS 
SUMMER, DOUGLAS WAS INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING IN DAMASCUS 
INTERNATIONAL FAIR WITH OTHER THAN DIRECTLY AIRCRAFT-RELATED 
PRODUCT LINES. IF DOUGLAS DID PARTICIPATE, FOX WOULD BE IN 
CHARGE AND THUS WOULD NEED TO TRAVEL FREQUENTLY TO DAMASCUS. 

2. WHILE FOX SAID DOUGLAS WOULD NOT BE PUSHING AIRCRAFT, WE 
ARE AWARE FROM VISIT OF POHLE TWOMONTHS AGO THAT 
DOUGLAS IS PRESENTING DC-9 PROPOSAL TO SYRIAN ARAB AIRLINES 
(SAA) AS REPLACEMENT FOR SAA SUPERCARAVELLES (AND PRESUMABLY 
AS INTERNAL SHORTHAUL AIRCRAFT IN SUPPORT OF LONGER RANGE, 
NEWLY PURCHASED BOEING 727'S AND 747SP'S). 
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3. WE BELIEVE FOX'S PROBLEMS LAST JULY STEMMED DIRECTLY 
FROM INTENSE COMPETITION FOR WIDE-BODIED AIRCRAFT SALE TO 
SAA. THAT COMPETITION ENDED WITH CONTRACT WITH BOEING. 

WE THEREFORE RECOMMEN RCAA DWOR (AFTER COORDINATION WITH 
LEFEAVER AND GNEHM) ADVISE FOX THAT WE HAVE NO REASON TO 
BELIEVE THAT HE WILL NOT BE ALLOWED BACK INTO SYRIA. IF 
FOX DOES PLAN TRIP TO DAMASCUS, WE WOULD APPRECIATE CALL 
FROM HIM OUTLINE TRAVEL PLANS. 

MURPHY 
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